in its earlier stages it lias been possible to make such complete investigation as we have been enabled to make in regard to appendicitis, owing to the frequency with which the morbid specimens have been removed during life. Yet bow great the differences of opinion which still remain as to the treatment of the disease. The whole force of the argument in favour of early operation in appendicitis and the more frequentremoval of the appendix after the inflammation has apparently subsided, hinges on the assumption that a septic appendix must do harm ; and the real point of Mr. Lockwood's demonstration was that it showed howmany even of the simple cases are really septic, and sofar as power for evil is concerned, must be considered along with the rest. Mr. Barker, however, urged that the fact of an organ being infected with septic germs was by no means of necessity a reason for removing it.
We must, he said, give the peritoneum its due. If the peritoneum were not able to take care of itself to a large extent, such operations as were constantly being done for the removal of the results of septic infection within its cavity would be out of the question. But, in fact, even when suppuration was known to be widespread, he did not attempt to wash out the whole abdomen?partly because he knew it to be impossible. Surgeons seemed to think that if there was septic mischief it would spread; but that was by no means always the case. Indeed, the very arguments which would lead to the removal of every septic appendix should lead also to much wider removal of tissue, especially of omentum, than was ever done.
Thus, perhaps, may we understand how it is that, as is maintained by the expectants, such cases sometimes get well; and, however septic they may be at the time, ultimately lose their power for evil, But which cases ?
The rough rule of removing every diseased appendix, which is being advocated in all its baldness in America, has at least simplicity in its favour; and if it is to be withstood, we must ask the physicians to show us how to discriminate between those that must be operated on and those that may safely be left in their hands.
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